


Texts and Textures 
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Midrash 

דרש   derash  - to seek, study, 
inquire, probe, pursue 

 

Product and Process  

 



mɪdræʃ; Hebrew miˈdraʃ 

 noun (Judaism)  pl) midrashim (mɪˈdrɔʃɪm ; Heb
rew) ( midraˈʃim) 

1. A homily or story or fable on a scriptural passage 
derived by traditional Jewish exegetical methods 
and consisting of embellishment of the scriptural 
text 

2. One of a number of collections of such homilies 
composed between c. 400 – 1000 C.E. 

Collins/Harper/Enc Judaica 



Midrash Product 

Written Torah (5 Books of Moses) 

(Other Biblical Writings) 

Oral Torah – written down 

Mishna  +  Gemara  = Talmud (2) 

Collections of Midrashim 



 



 



Midrash - Process 

Frank Kermode: 

an “imaginative way of updating, 
enhancing, augmenting, demystifying the 
sacred text” 

Gershon Schwartz 

“homiletic and legal interpretations of the 
Bible.” (Haggadah and Halakhah) 

Alicia Ostriker 

“ a kind of diving deep and surfacing. You 
move from your analytical, rational mind … 
into a flow of creativity” in relation to time-
bound, now timeless texts. 
 

 



 Iscah Waldman 

 Interpretation meant to ‘fill the gaps’ in 
Torah   

 It encourages multiple interpretations, each 
adding something to the mix, each time. 

 Ben Bag Bag 

Turn it, turn it again… grow trey and old 
over it. 

 Sasso 

What if we were to imagine that Yhwh’s 
question to Adam and Eve in the garden 
“Where are you?” is also addressed to us? 

 Gellman 

The best way to understand a story in the 
Bible is to tell another story about it. 

 



 Passover Haggadah 

 = midrashic imagination, 
retelling in each year the 
story of the night the 
Israelites were ‘passed 
over’ and then rescued 
from Egypt. 

 





 



Midrash – a discipline  

דרש   derash  - to seek, study, 
inquire, probe, pursue 

PaRDes = Peshat, Remez, Drash, 
Sod 

Levels of interpreting a text 

Peshat = plain meaning 

Remez = allegorical, symbolic 

Drash =comparative,  making sense through 
question 

Sod = Secret, mystical 

 



A quick comparison 

 Developed from the tme of Jerome (4C to 
present) 

 Four “Senses” of Scripture 

 Literal/plain 

 Allegorical/metaphorical 

 Tropological/Moral 

 Anagogical/eschatological/ ultimate 

 



What God reveals in Torah, God’s 
people explore in Midrash, and God 
is in the seeking as well as in the 
finding. 

 



Getting Midrashic with Advent 
Texts 

 Mark the Text 

 Mind the Gap 

 Follow the Rabbit 

 Communities of interpretation 

 Who first heard it? Who wrote it? Who passed it on? 

 Who is reading it now? Who else has read it? 

 Tell the Story:  

 Stories within the story 

 Retelling the story 

 Telling beyond the story 


